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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

Thomas G. Bowman, Esquire
State Court Administrator

To the Honorable Members of the General Assembly:

As [ near the completion of my first vear as State Court Administrator, it is with both pleasure and pride that, pursuant to
G.L. 1956 {1997 Reenactment) § 8-15-7, I submit the 2003 Annual Report on the Rhode Island Judiciary.

In twelve short months, we have accomplished a great deal. We have continued promoting the use of mediation and arbitration
in appellate cases through the development of the Appellate Mediation Program, We have continued enhancing our jury
system by providing free parking for those citizens called 1o jury service.

As you peruse this report, you will find information un the Judiciary’s many initiatives and accomplishments. Iam also
excited to announce that for the first time, an expanded version of the Annual Report will be available on the Judiciary's
website, wunc.conrfs.state.rias. Our website will serve as a bank of statistical data as well as information regarding judicial

committees, task forces, and ancillary departments. Utilizing this online resource allows the Judidiary to provide a plethora of
information in a format easily accessible to everyvone.

Keflecting on our accomplishments thus far as we simultanecusly advance toward the challenges of tomorrow, the Rhode
Island Judiciary is ever vigilant in its mission of providing equal, accessible justice.

Yours sincerely,

{
o s I e
_II {A kjmw

#

AT iy
Thomas G. Bowman, Esquire
State Court Administrator



Frank J. Williams
Chief Justice

To the Honorable Members of the General Assembly:

Ower the past vear, the Rhode Island Judiciary has continued to steadiastly tend the walchfires of justice for all
citizens of this state. Even in tight financial times, the Rhode Island Judiciary pursues its core goal, the administration
of justice with uncompromising honor and unquestioned judicial independence, with ingenuity and accountability.
Ihe Judiciary continues to cultivate a culture of efficient juslice by dispesing of hundreds of thousands of cases
each vear, fairly adjudicating disputes that change people’s lives. The success of the judicary is a story told not
only with numbers; rather, it is reflected in the eyves of those who come seeking justice. As the honorable Judge
Learned Hand said, “If we are to keep our democracy, there must be one commandment: thou shall not ration
justice.”

Three words in our Rhode Island Constitution both confirm Judge Hand's philosophy and define the heart of
our judicial mission — rigllt to justice. The right to justice is not a matter of politics, or of generosity, or of charity, or
of grace. Itis a right equally bestowed upon all.

Our priorities reflect our citizens’ needs and we have a proven track record of liscal accountability, Our Truancy
Court ensures that children remain in school. Our new Appellate Mediation Program finds neutral arbiters to assist
parties in times of conflict. Cur trial courts help individuals feel safe in their homes, communities, and on the
streets. Every day, we accomplish these goals and, with our eve ever on the prize, we will continue marching
toward a promising future for Rhode Islanders.

Yours sincerely,
o *

Frank ]. Williams
Chief Justice
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CovMUNTY OUTREACH

CUL’]".“»-"QT]NG PUBLIC TRUST AND CONFIDENCE

Fl

._\'. /

OUT OF THE COURTHOUSE

AND INTO THE CLASSROOM
The 2003 school year was one of growth for Justice Rules, the
Rhode Island Judiciary’s education initiative, As Justioe Rudes
entered its first full year, it quickly exceeded developmental
expectations. Piloted in two Providence schools during 2002,
this program will have been introduced in nine communities,

reaching 35,000 students by the end of the 2003 school year.

Endorsed by the Rhode Island Education Commissioner and
enthusiastically receivied by school teachers and students, the
Justice Rules eurriculum incorporates literacy and hands-on

learning lechnigues while teaching dvics, legal coneepts,

and the intricacies of the justice system

Dozens of lewal teaching teams, made
up of volunteer attorneys and
judges, are paired with
individual classrooms and
teachers o enhance the Jusfice
Ruleés curriculum. These legal

e |'Ii:'|_t tirams acl as resources

for the students and form

mentoring relationships with students, Field trips to the Licht
Judicial Complex provide epportunities for students to see justice
played out before their eyes. Students also participate in
hypothetical trials, an exercise that promotes literacy, eritical

thinking, consensus building, and public speaking skills.

The Justice Rules; Beyond the Classroom initiative incorporates
outreach to career fairs, school teachers, and after-school programs

for troubled youth.

In addition, on May 1%, a record number of judges partnered with
attorneys to visit classrooms across the state as part of the annual

Law Day initiative.

INDIGENT DEFENSE
The Indigent Defense Task Force continues to examine the quality
and cost of court-appointed legal services to indigent defendants.
In 2003, the Task Force introduced programs to streamline the
appointment process and reduce delay on certain, high volume

calendars. A Superior Court pilot project assigned felony panel

attormeys on a rotating basis to handle all public defender conflict




cakes. Based on positive results for the first ninety days
af the pilot the program has been continued. Task Force
subeommittees are working on the administration of the

ted counsel process, increasing the rates for court

actively recruiting

applicants. in the

community, the program enrolled

three dozen students in 2003,

Superior Court Associnte fustice Alice B. Gibney reading Martin's Big Words iy the seco

graude class ot Charlotte Woods Elementary Scho

appointed attornevs, creating an umbrella agency to
administer indigent defense programs, and containing

the cost of appointed counsel in Family Court

Members of the Rhode Island Bar responded favorably
to the Call to Armes Chief Jlustice Frank . Williams issued
in June 2003, asking altorneys to provide mare pro bono
services in order to address the growing demand for

indigent representabion.

IS5

CROSSMNG CLULTURAL BOUNDAR
Recognizing the dire need for certified court
interpreters, and in-order to comply with a legislative
mandate, the Rhode Island Judiciary facilitated the
design of a year long interpreter educational program

atl the Community College of Rhode Island. After

in Prooidence

bi-lingual

Hispanic

The
COUrste
af  study

incorporates
legral, criminal, cultural
and language issues. The Judiciary has
designed and implemented a court inlerpreter
certification exam to be administered to the
first wave of students scheduled to graduate

in May of 2004

A Spanish radie judicial call-in program
continued to gain popularity as it entered its
socond full vear, Judses fromeall six courts have
enthusiastically volunteered to particdpate in
this Saturday morning program which
encourages listeners to ask questions about the

law, their rights, and the judicial process.

The Rhode Island Judiciary's Permanent Advisory Committee on Women

and Minorities in the Courts offered introductory programs for court

emplovees and attormeys to

provide the tools to
eftectively serve a diverse
public. The Commitlee also
continued its work to recrut

and hire more minorities for

jobs in the Judiciary.

Key judicial forms, including
the Superior Court Payment
form, the Waiver of
Indictment / Information
form, and the Waiver of

Extradition form, have been

translated into Spanish.

wiie.courts. state.ri.us
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TECHNICALLY SPEAKING

U SING TECHNOLOGY TO BETTER SERVE CITIZENS

OUT OF THE DARE. AGES AND
PREPARED FOR THE FUTURE
The Judicial Technology Center (JTC)
achieved a major milestone in 2003 with
completion of the first phase of converting

civil computer files from the antiquated

WANG svstem to a database running en

Compaq computers. Phase one was
completed over the Veteran's Day
weekend in November 2003 with over 52
million records merged. A single data
repository was established for the
Superior and District Court’s criminal
cases and the Rhode |sland Traffic
Tribunal's summons records. Phase two
is the conversion of the remaining civil
applications still running on the Wang
system. The conversion will allow the
public Internet access to civil Ales and an

easier sharing of information across courts,

CONVENIENT PAYMENTS
The Superior and District Courts and the
Rhode Island Traffic Tribunal began
accepting credit cards for pavments
of fines, fees, and costs starting in

April 2003,

TRACKING CRIMIMNALS
The Justice Link program is the interagency
criminal information system allowing the
timely tracking of criminals across the
justice system. This multiyear, multi-
agency initiative resulted in tremendous
improvements in the criminal and
juvenile justice systems’ ability to enter
data, access this information in a timely
valuable

manner, and produce

management and planning reports

The Court — Police Arrest Interface,
currently eperating in Coventry and
West Warwick, allows the transmission
of arrest information to the court from

the local police departments.

Court personnel have worked with the
Department of Children, Youth and
Families to develop an interface to share
appropriate information on juvenile cases.
T'his interface is 90% complete and is

expected to be completed by April 2004

The Judiciary and the Department of
Attorney General developed a report that

provides statewide information on court

dispaositions and sentences and have begun
work on an interface to electronically

submit the information.

The Department of Attorney General's
restraining order-no contact order system
is vital to providing police with the
information necessary to protect viclims of
domestic vialence. The Judiciary has
designed and developed its side of an
interface that will electronically send
information on no contact orders (criminal
Criminal

cazes) to the Burecau ol

[nvestigations,

EMPOWERING VICTIMS
The same information that is being
collected by the police regarding the
victims of crimes is being re-keyed by data
entry staff at the courts for restitution
tracking. This interface, which is being
finded by a grant from the National
Governar's Association, will enable the
electronic transier of victim information to
the courts. This data mterface 1s the first
step in the construction of a Victim's
Assistance Portal which will allow victims
of crime to access the status of their case in
asecured, password protected portal. This
portal will give the victim of a crime a
customized screen snapshot of notices they
have been sent, status of the case in the
courts, and the status of restitution

if applicable.




BUILDING JUST

C:__}N'I'INUING THE EVOLUTION AND MODERNIZATION OF THE
IUDICTARY"S BRICK AND MORTAR

Since the enactment of the Rhode Island
Constitution in 1843, the ideals of justice
have remained the constant compass by
which we navigate our judicial system.
Yol even as countless citizens turn to the
ciourts for justice, the courthouses into
which they step have gone through many

gvolutions.

We are in the midst of another such
eviilution — a modernization of the
infrastructure of the courts which will
change the public face of the Judiciary.
Many facilities have simply outlived their
ability to- adequately serve the needs of

Rhode Island citizens.

KENT COUNTY COURTHOLSE
Armed with the néw design to replace the

putmoded, retrofifted Kent County

Courthouse, construction is near
completion ona four deck parking garage
which represents the first phase of the
project. A new state of the art courthouse,
designed to accommodate the growing
population in Kent County will be

constructed al the site of the exisling

courthouse parking lot.

TRAFFC TRIBLINAI
In 2003, the Rhode Island Judiciary
achieved a milestone in receiving approval

from the Governor and the General

wivie.conrls.state.ri.us

Assembly for construction of a new Traffic

Tribunal. The designs call for a multfuse
courthouse in Cranston to replace the
aging existing facility which sits in the
shadow of an adult entertainment facility
and is not in compliance with ADA

(American Disabilities Act) standards.

Bl ACKSTONE VALLEY
Chief Justice Frank . Williams forwarded
to the Governor and the General Assembly
the newly completed Blackstone Valley
Task Force study with its recommendation
for a full service courthouse in northern
Rhode Island. The construction of a new
courthouse will serve to alleviate the strain
on the Garrahy Judicial Complex in
Providence which was originally designed
to accommodate 1,500 court patrons each
day but routinely services twice that

number
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THE SUPREME COURT [

The Honorable Francis X. Flaherty (Far Lefi)

The Honorable Frank J. Williams, Chief Justice (Cenfer}

Appointed 12/ 15/55, Chiet Justice since 2001
B.A. Boston University, School of Liberal Arts; I.D. Boston University, School of Law;

Masters in Taxation, Bryant College

B.A. Providence College; ).D. Suffolk University Law School

The Honorable Paul A. Suttell (2nd from Right)

B.A. Northwestern University; .0 Suffolk University Law School

Appointed 5/2/03 Appointed 3/29/96

Appuinted 6/29/03 Appointed 5/3/97

The Honorable Robert G. Flanders, Jr. (2nd from: Left)

B.A. Boston University; |.D. Harvard Law School

The Honorable Maurcen McKenna Goldberg (Far Right)

B.A. Providence College; 1.D. Sutfolk University Law School

APPELLATE CASELOAD

CRIMINAL

CiviL
CERTIORARI
MISCELLANEOUS

ToraL

Docketed | Disposed |Pending Modified
A4 80 103
195 207 249
73 128 56
339 299 67
673 714 Bl Reversed

AFTER ARGUMENTS

.:'iﬂ"l F"':"-l:'i_'!




A FULL STRENGTH —I-I-'IR{'_}U(:ZH THE WEB

[n 2003, the Rhode Island Supreme Court welcomed two new Furthering its gaal of making the judicial system more
Justices to its ranks. After the deaths of Justice John P. Bourcier accessible and "user friendly,” the Supreme Court now e-mails
and Justice Victoria 5. Lederberg, their seats remained vacant its opinions and summaries of each case directly to the parties
for nearly a vear. With the appointments of Justice Francis X. and makes them available on the Rhode Island Judidary's
Flaherty and Justice Paul A. Suttell, the Supreme Court was website as soon as they are filed. This procedure affords
ready to start the fall session with a full complement of Justices. attorneys, litigants, and the public almost instant access to the

court’s decisions.

NTO THE COMMUNITY
Cwer the past three vears the Supreme Court has embarked on W:[}ENW\}G} THE BOUNDRIES

I3 i 1 i srder to C sdat 3 @y 1l o i lariog of &
, journey of educating the public, and the Justices pursued this In order to accommodate the ever widening boundaries of legal

practice, the Rules of Appellate Procedure were also revised in

endeavor with renewed vigor in 2003, As has been the practice

2003. The court promulgated a new rule
regarding pro hac vice admissions and
registration of in-house counsel. Out of state
attorneys wishing to enter their appearance ina
particular matter in Rhode Island must now
directly petition the court before which the case
will be heard. Copies of the new rule are

available on the Judiciary's website.

C ONFLICT RESOLUTION
WITHOUT LITIGATION

Finally, efforts have also been made to provide
parties with opportunities to mediate and invoke

other inmovative methods of alternative dispute

resolution, even atter a matter has been filed in the

since Chief Justice Williams' appointment in 2001, the Supreme i ) i . —
P i Supreme Court. The Supreme Court initiated the Appeéllate

Court continued its tradition of riding the circuit and hearing o ; gt
- = Mediation Program in October 2003, This innovative program

oral arguments in various communities Lhrnug_ﬂ.huut the state. o i aleith h -
routes most civil case appeals through a process intended to

irch, the court sat in the historic East Greenwich Town Hall, encourage the parties to try to work out their differences among

one of the five onginal state houses. Ietober, the Suprem -
five original state houses. In October, the Supreme themsalves, thereby avoiding the expense, time, and contention

Court sat at Westerly High School in Washington County,  uf extensive hearings and trial. Retired Supreme Court Chief

] e o . - AEEg WO, M = 7 i i £ =
marking the first ime that cases were heard at a Rhode lsland Justice Joseph R. Weisherger and retired Justice Donald F. Shea

schoal have served as mediators at no cost to the state.

wiww.courts.state.ri.us




THE SUPERIOR COURT

Eow 1 (Bottom) - Lett b

L

Cli

THe Business CALENDAR

The Supernior Court's Business Calendar, first inttiated in June, 2001,

Dramiel A Procaccing, Edwin | Gale, Allen P Rubine, and Willlam | MoAdss

Mot Piclured

is a highly successful specialty calendar devoted to non — routine

business cases. When cases are assigned Lo this calendar, a single

pdge presides over all aspects of those civil actions - from motions,

sonhy AL Koo

Right: Francis . Dangan Jr, Melande Wilk Thunbesg, Alice Bridget Gibney, Joseph F Rodgers, Ir (Presiding Justice). Robert B, Krause, Vinoent A

It Mchael A Siiv
s, Jedirey A Lanpheat, Susan E MoGuird, Patricia L Harwood
i: Mark A. Pieiffer and Stephen P2 Mugent

L

i, [udith U Saviage, |

pretrial matters, and temporary restraining orders
through the actual trial of the caze. While it 15 not
g
necessary that matters assigned to the Business Calendar
be complex, many do tend to be more complicated. The
] t
n_.]_-utr.,_-ml_i;cmj single udge system has allowed business
related cases to be tracked and heard in an expeditious

manner. The number of cases assigned Lo this

CR I M [ N AL CA SE L O A D exceptionally successtul calendar increased over twenty-

Frromes
Provipesce/BrisTolL
Cuusny

Cises Filed

Cuses Disposed

Total Pending Caxes

% Ower 180 Days Old

Kext Cousty
Cases Filed
Cases. Disposed
Tofal Pending Cases

% Over |80 Days Old

WastinGTos Cousty
Cases Filed
Cases Disposed
Total Pending Cases
S Over |80 Days Old

Newport Comay
Cpses Filed
Cases Disposed
Towal Pending Caxes

% Ower 180 Days Old

STATEWIDE
Cozes Filed
Cases Disposed
Total Pending Cases
fo Over | RO Days Oid

1999

4130
4.49]
1.562

43%

305

265

41%

2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003
a180 | 42m |s073 | 43567
4220 | 4383 | 4233 | 4380
I619 | L7sl | 1535 | Les3
51t | 33 335 | 36

| |
671 | 563 | 693 705
sa1 | sop| 728 | 649
Ja8 fas [} G2
300 | 379 | 2% | i3m

| 386 | 429 | aso | 447

| 405 446 487 415

| 132 78 6 | s
AR 1 7T% 215 I 5%

| | | |
314 3111 366 | 307

| 334 43| 405 | 247

LA A1 (ule} 72
| 20% | 25% | 26% | 3s%

| 5551 | 5504 5621 | 6026
5540 | 5820 | 5848 | 569

| zos0 | 2129 | 180z | 2050
4% | 3% 320 TG

five percent in 2003,

A BT e ||..'|, o <

OrienTATION VIDED
In 2003, the Superior Court focused on improving

seryvices to those individuals chosen to servie as members

Dismissed




VIL CASELOAD

the short time since its inception, this new program
already has proven to be extremely popular with those
summoned o appear for jury service at the Licht Judicial

Complex in Providence.

Jurors receive information and directions for the
complimentary parking area along with their
summons. To dale, an average of 90 jurors per day are
taking advantage of the shuttle bus which transports
them fo and from the courthouse at scheduled times

throughout the day.

EiHPHNﬁ(w:¢W LIRY PO

As a result of legislation passed during the 2003 session

2001 2002 2003

Bl Filed Il Disposed

Thi= tofal includes @ mass dissnissal of cases with no ection i the post five years.

of the General Assembly, the pool of eligible candidates

for jury service was expanded to include anvone who

has filed a Rhode Island state income tax return and

of a jury. In an effort to help the public better understand and anyone collecting unemployvment compensation. Tn

i iate the signifi fjury service, the Rhode Island Judiciary 4 N i
1pprecia e significance of jury service, the Rhode Island Judiciary previous years, the patential jury pool consisted only

applied for and was awarded an $11,5(00 grant from the Rhode Island of regsistered voters and citizens holding a Rhode Island

F dation t d hort video intended Lo inf Rhode ; . i
i S S MR DON0E driver’s license or a Bhode Island identificabion card.

I[sland bout the jury 2 . ’ g gy
DR TIE TR RO The latest legislation significantly expands the pool to
rovide a ater representation of sodety and allow a
he video will include a brief historical background on the American P B P . :
wider segment of the population to serve.

LdN09 ¥OI¥IdNS IHL

jury system as well as an outline of the jury selection process, the

stages in a jury trial, and jury deliberation. This video will provide

an overview of the vital role that jurors play in helping [::f| OINY (\ ASELOAD

|

to preserve our individual rights while protecting the 8 000
L

public from criminal and civil mistreatment.
7,000 -
The jury video will be broadcast to members of the
. 6,000
! general public including schools, community
|
organizations; and public television viewers. For 5,{][][}
| individuals who are called to service as jurors, the video 4,[][]9
will complement the juror orientation program conducted
3,000

under the direction of the Presiding Justice through the

Office of the Jury Commissioner. 2,000

Pmm:ma FOR IURORS 1,000

Aware of the tact that those chosen for jury service are

2001 2002 2003

actively participating in the democratic system and that

parking is at a premium, the Rhode Island Judiciary -.Fi]Ed -Di&i]:HlSE'd _|

recently initiated a svstem of free parking for jurors. In
wivte.conrts.state.rt.us




Row 1 {Bobtom - Left to Rightt Howard L Lipsew, Michael B. Forte, Pamela M. Macktaz, Jenmmiah 5.
Shawoeross, and Kathleen AL Vocoola. Row 2 - Left to Right
a-E

DOMESTIC CASELOAD

Patricia K. Asguith, Francis L Murray

1999 .-'.'ﬂ_fﬁ!! 20010 2i2 | Jﬂlﬂ‘j
PuovinesceBristor Cousty | |
Filed 2842 | 3062 | 3072 | 3.212 r 3120
Filed - Divorce Only a 2,780 2788 2711
poOse * + | 2853 | 2826 | 2.783
Cases Greater than 360 Payvs Old 47 14 ] 17 | 11
Kint Cotvry | | |
Filed 833 U5 B34 701 | 810
Filed - Divorce Only . i [l I S
Dispised * it 768 | 693
Cases Greater than 360 Days Old 1 "0 [ 0 [ A R
WasmxgTon CounTy I
Filed 570 | 556 ' sos | 581 ' 539
Filed - Divorce Only . * | 507 514 473
Disposed . * | sap | css1 | 458
Ciases Greater than 360 Days Old 0 0 | 2 2 | 20
Filed 353 6l 396 407 | 380
Filed - Divorce Only = =] 343 | 350 | 335
Disposed 3 * 179 394 | 307
Cases Greater than 360 Days Old 0 0 S|
STATEWIDE |
Filed 4698 | 4874 | soi7 | 4991 | 4840
Filed - Divorce Only " ] 4379 | 4389 | 4240
i . * | 4630 | 4539 | 4241
Cases Greater-than 360 Days Old 45 14 28 28 ity
Asust CosrLans Fiep i |
Providence/Bristol County 2015 | 2026 | 2064 | 2126 | 1,849
Kent County 332 342 | 348 | 353 | 28
Washington County Y 177 167 145 134
Newport County 200 | 190 | 181 | 169 | 124
Statewide Total 2,769 2735 2,760 2793 2405
Surrort Permioss Fiikn 3908 | 3743 | 3857 | 3839 | 480

DiSegna. Kow 3 - Left to Rightt leanne L. Shepand. George M. DiMuro, Jobn . OFBoen, v, Angela M

lerernialy,, o (Choief fudpel, Hii
Ir. lohn A. Mutter, Gilbert T. Rocha, § phen | Capineri, and
Hulhes, and Edward H. Newman

I INDING

DowesTic VioLENCE Courl

OFTIONS THAT WOR)

The new Domestic Violence Court has been
implemented in Providence/Bristol County sinc
March 2003, The goals of this new specialty courl
are to promote vicHim and family safety and stability,
offer meaningtul assistance to families, and hold

perpetrators responsible for their behavior

This specialty court is a model for the effective and
efficient processing of domestic abuse cases,

provides victims the opportunity to obtain thi
necessary skills to become strong, healthy, productive
members of society while maintaining a safe and

stable home environment

J UVENILE RE-ENT

Family Court developed the Juvenile Re-Entry Court

i

in order to '-.up:;-rri;-tj the minti-:i_;ml"mn of juvenile
offenders into the community. The goal of the Juvenile
Re-Entry Court is to help juvenile offenders complete
their education, obtain long-term employment, and

to become industrious law abiding citizens. This



r

Em.,}_._:l-,.ﬂ,5.1[-_.-uir:ta-ndmi to help juveniles maintain a permanent I INVENILE F'I INGS BY CATEGORY

residence and, where necessary, remain successfully involved Termination of
Parental Rights

3'.:)/ 0 Other

inn a clinical treatment program.

Adoption/
CGuardianshi

| F| TREATMENT DRUG COURT

The Family Treatment Drug Court held its first graduation

Violations

[ on September 4, 2003 and since then, a number of other

participants have successfully completed the program
Dependency/
Neglect/

treatment services, and other ancillary services have all Abuse

[mtensive court supervision, court ordered substance abuse

alded graduates in their pursuit of a

Wayward
Delinguent

drug free future.

J||E'FPHLF DRUC

COWRT

i Fiiveiie Dyl Coue has graduation rate. Upon program

completion, 9% of those attending were
expanded tremendously since the

back in school,

| RUANCY COURT

The Truancy Court has had remarkable

addition of the diversion program.

since its inception, over 50 juveniles

have participated. Through May

2003, the program had a 70% s ey — . .
PHFe=) ‘ ' success since its implementation in 1999, The court is now in

A i e 53 schools and in 21 different communities. Through
ll INVEMNILE {..-':“.-\-[.'_'i.[ VAD b 1] 1ITere ui s oug

10,000 participation in the Truancy Court program, over 800 children
8377 8422 have been given an opportunity to turn their lives around
8,000 and have a real chance for a successful future. Over the past
two vears, an average of 80% of the children involved in the
f,000

program have increased their attendance in school and an

average of 63% have shown an increase in academics.

C—'w' MANAGEMENT / CASE FLOW

Another significant Family Court accomplishment is the

4 000

2.000

implementation of a case management / case flow system for

the wayward / delinquent cases. This system will allow the

2001 2002 2003

Family Court to have a target adjudication date of 180 days

- Disposed _| from filing;

|- Filed

wiri.courts. stale.ri.us




we Durirk

U nder the leadership and suidance of Chief Judge

Albert DeRobbio, the District Court effectuated

major successes in 2003, Innovative ideas and an

Secoxsn ivisios
Nmmu: [_m NTY

?— syagan

o . ; I3 - fair T
- —— eagerness to ascertain equal justice and fair treatment

Cises r]hfn e 1,920
i) e

3

2578 2229 for all offenders initiate the process of breaking down

17% | 41 barriers between the community and the judicial system.

| Over the past vear, the District Court conducted

5,288 : . S
groundbreaking research on the offender population;

Total Pending

5 Over 60 Diays Oid .

established a community network for the mentally il and

substance abusers to aid them in the pretdal stapes of
Fourta Divisios , . . 1
WasHNCTON COUNTY the criminal case process; and designed and implemented

a drug testing program.
Cases rJI‘-l'II.I‘-I. d ol t :

Total Pending

= Over GO rju-,l.lu._l ¥ &5k 38. 7% E.‘|E.k_":|"1

4314 | 3040

Ihe District Court Pretrial Services Unit, the mechanisn

o | judges utilize to monitor the terms of bail, also instituted
Cases Filed 14984 | 16950 15,298 | 18,384 | 17.827
Cases Disposed 14054 | 16481 | 18159 | 18,383 | 17,578 v _
Total Pending 2012 | 2620 | 1833l 1037 L IVIL (CASELOAD

% Over 60 Davs Old 3| Ll NS

Y EANNI [}‘\l’l]\[l]
NI‘”““”‘ = 3 o — 1 - = =
Cuses Filed 25864 | 28017 2 39088 | 20218
Cascs Disposed 24,504 | 28850 | 30,183 |30,259 | 28455 Judements
Totil Pending %) 4539 | 3820 | 2388 ] 1990

'.Ihlrhllr!u-‘il'l | 3765

Defaults

Plead 12742 | |9.632 ‘e-huu i_‘J dH ERTCEE
Filed 612l 183 ] 186
_Dismissed 4166 1 594 | T.656 G441 5819
i us| amil e ] 0| o
Other ) 1235 2620 | 036 1,208
Tatal = 24504 | 20850 | 30082 |30259 Izm .
G Disposed of Within 6f) Settlements -
Diavs of Filing ' 835 B R BE -
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many successtul changes. The Unit developed a more effective
flow of information and referral between the court clerk and
the pretrial staff resulting in a positive impact in capturing

detendants with a conditional release.

Rhede Island lawmakers and community leaders continued to
be interested in the Unit's information gathering on a

defendant’s background and its monitoring component. In

| November 2003, the District Court was awarded a grant from
! the State Justice Institute for technical assistance, This grant
allowed the Pretrial Services Unit to continue working with a
consultant/ résearcher whi
redesigned a database to more
closely match the needs to the
Linit, the court, and Rhode Island
lawmakers and community
caders. The grant also allowed the
Pretrial Services Unit to continue

ts analysis and efforts to
determine whether there is any
racial disparity in the bail decision
process, Other research tasks
CriMINAL CASELOAD
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30352 30,183 29,988 30259  5g,70
28218 28 455
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20,000
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10,000 +

5,000

0

2001 . 2002 2003

|- Filed - Disposed_

included understanding the Unit's population in the context

of the remaining Rhode Island pretrial population and the
impact the Unit had on the population of defendants it

BUPETVISES,

SMALL CLAIMS
MANNER OF DISPOSITION

ludgments Defanlts

Settlements

PUBLIC

The Pretrial Services Unit also made o
huge impact by educating the publicon
the many consequences of addiction. In
partnership with Roger Williams
Hospital Addiction Treatment Unit, the
Pretrial Services Unit participated in a
PBS program aired on May 12, 2003
titled: "Addictions in the Workplace — The Price We All
Pav." Spedal guests included Chief Justice Frank
Williams of the Supreme Court and Chief Judge Albert
DeRobbio of the District Court. The program’s producers
and camera crew visited the District Courl to tape the
initial court proceedings immediatelv following arrest to
fully capture the role of the Mretrial Services Unit and the
impact it has on providing information to judges,

prosecutors, and defense counsel,

S AVINGS THROUGH MANAGEVIENT
Ihe Pretrial Services Unit delivered significant cost
avoidance under tight fiscal constraints by verifving
information and integrating an efficient monitoring
component. With these efforts the District Court saved
over 580,000 in fiscal year 2003 by preventing unnecessary
detentions at the Adult Correctional Institutions.
Additionlly, the court has saved over $960,000 by
providing intervention lo defendants who would have
otherwise been incarcerated after their bail hearings and

motivns to reduece bail.

wiviv.courts.state.ri.as
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l n 2003, the Workers” Compensation Court successfully responded

to a series of new challenges

The tragedy caused by the fire at The Station nightelub on February

-

20, 2003 became puignant from a compensation standpoint when it

was learned that the emplover did not maintain the required policies

of compensation insurance.

Esmruover PETrmoss
Onginal

To Review

Toial

ExsmrLover PErmmoss
I'o Review

(rrurr

Second Injury

I'o Enforce

Lump Sum Settlement
Hospital/Physician Fees
Miscelluncous

Total

Total Petitions Filed
Total Thspositions

Total Pending Caselond
T'otal Cases Pending Triul
% Pending Trial More
Than 270 Chavs

1999

30006
R
S

M

I
4.

LA

20

3,168
1.565
4,733

I'he Failure to carry

CASERUADSSUNIMARY

200t

3,201
2400
5601

the necessary

22

3.076
2178
5,254

2003

1.027
2171

5,198

Appellate

Trial &

Pretrial

insurance, coupled with the devastating impact on the
victims of the fire, prompted sweeping legislation which
increased the penalties for the failure to carry the
required insurance and redoubled efforts to police

emplovers to ensure that they were in compliance

As part of this legislation, the Workers' Compensation
Court was given origmal jurisdiction over cases seeking
to penalize noncompliant emplovers., Through this
reform, the Department of Labor and Training was given
the authority to issue immediate “Stop Work™ orders to
those employers who refuse to obtain the necessar
insurance. The Workers” Compensation Court alone wil

hear all appeals of these orders




Over 121 Days

60 Days or Less

The court is in the process of revising its Rules of Practice to
address this new type of litigation. While the court anticipates
a significant spike in the number
of filings in response to this new
legislation, there is also much
hope that the increase will be
temporary and will abate when
emplovers realize that the costs
mherent in the failure to carry
insurance far  exceed the
PIEMILms necessary to }u:n]'m-u’
a policy ot insurance to comply
with the law,

)

\\. =0 CHJ i |
prexemting af the Citizens " Ko

in 2003, the court expanded its already extensive
community outreach initiatives. Throughoul the year, 200
representatives from the court appeared on Radio Poder,
a spanish speaking radio station serving the Hispanic
community. These appearances culminated in the 150
inauguration of the Judiciary’s Citizeéns’ Summit which
was held at the Feinstein High School in Providence.
This forum allowed members of the Hispanic 100
community lo meet with the Judidary, share their

concerns, and obtain information about the workers'

compensation process in an informal setting,

Assoclate Judge George E. Healy, Maureen H. Aveno,
Administrator of the Medical Advisory Board, and
Renald H. Thompson, Esquire, gave a brief panel 0
presentation about the workers' compensation law, the
legal and medical processes resulting from work

ritlated injury, and possible immigration issues.

TT— e

; e
RHODE ISLAND Jubiciary | physicians

Kmald #f. Thivmpson, Esguire, Maureen . Avens, Administrasor of
the Medical Advivory Boand -and Associare Jadge George £ Healv. Ir

Following this presentation, the panel joined with other judges,
physicians, and civic leaders in responding to numerous
questions posed by audience members. The forum was

extremely well received and will serve as the start of the

Judiciary's continued community cutreach project.

In 2003, the court also held its first educational seminar for the
medical community. More than eighty healthcare professionals
from all areas of specialization attended an educational
program provided by the court to address the provider's duty
to assist their patients with the workers” compensation process
and to familiarize the physicians
with courl procedures. The
expressed  much
appreciation for the educational
program. [t 1s hoped that meetings
of this nature will foster a spirit of
cooperation between the legal and
medical community which will
serve o make the litigation process

more efficient.

151

200

B Filed

2003

- Disposed

2002

wrieitcourts. state.ri.us
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THE TRAFFIC

sht: Liflian M. Almeida, Joseph P lppolito, Ir, Albert E. DeRobbdo (Chief Judge), and Marorie B, Yashar Bow 2- Left to Right

R. Ciulin, Edwand C Parker Domenie A DiSandm 01 and William T Moonan

NIVERSAL SUMMONS INTERFACE AND
FLECTRONIC SUMMONS DIisPOSITONS

Court Hearings

In 2003, the Rhode Island Traffic Tribunal (RITT) began work on a
data interface and compruter generated universal summaons project that
would allow police officers to electronically generate a hard copy
summans from their police cruiser while simultaneously transmitting
data elements from the summons directly to the Judiciary's computer
system. This interface will also electronically transmit pertinent

summons data to the courts from police departments, slate agencies
C OMPUTER GENERATED WRIT OF
EXECUTIONACITATION

and municipal courts, thereby significantly reducing redundant data

entry within.cach department. In addition to expediting the court’'s

Motarists who fail to pay court ordered fines and costs
receipt of summons information, it will improve the ability of the RITT

arg now served with a computer generated Writ of
to track accounts receivables and enhance the integrity and

Execution/Citation. These documents retlect the
accountability of the entire summonsing process.

motorists’ name, summons numbers, and outstanding




r

amounts due and owed to the State of Rhode Island.  The

BeeATHALYZER REFUSALS

introduction of this program in 2003 streamlined the
Exccution/ Citation process and replaced a procedure that

f'\'.:l.lLl.j]'t"d many hours of manual research. 1,500

F%‘r’MENI‘ OF TRAFFIC TRIBUNAL FINES
AND COSTS VIA THE INTERNET 1,000

Motorists who wish to pay their fines online may now do so

quickly and easily at www.courtpayments.com. This website 500 |

i= specifically dedicated for the payment of RITT fines and

0
costs, 20M 2002 2003

CASELOAD SUMMARY

RITT Summinses Issued RE.149 940,406 101.649
66,990 67,243

Total 123673 | 104,042 | 102136 | 106371
BrEaTHALYZER REFUSALS -- --
Disposed 1,903 1,678 1700 1615
UL/ 08 e f— 4
Disposed 33
— R M| N
Disposcd 18014 11,572

—— [ [

RITT Summionscs Disposcd

Court Hearings

Inclivdes summmonses issued fo both RITT and Municipal Courts,
=3 T i
Not aoailable.

Note: Reported pending insurance cases may be higher than actual number due to computer program
CONTErsion 1ssues,

wirit.courts. state.rius
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At a Glance

Court F.--‘Ilf-crj-

Hearings /Filings ...

. 2003 Caseload Year

B R O N Lo Rl TP S ST PG | | 1.

. S P eermmmmeereesneers 230,228
LE

W
¥

Fiscal Year 2004 Budget- Enacted

Supreme Court .......

Defense of Indigent Persons .. b
Superior Court .......
Fartily Gt oo
Workers” Compensation Court ...
Traffic Tribunal........

TR oo T T S S

Judges
66 Judges
16 Magistrates
(28 Female)
(3 Minority)

Fiscal Year 2003 Revenues -

SUPreme COUrt oo
Superior Couwtd duaiaiaimimnimshaninme
Workers” Compensation Court ... 9

Total Revenues Generated

| [=]
.

............................................................ § 6219918

=
L&
fa

“ © “AtL Funds General Revenue
$22,371.134
5 1,950,000
% 16,681,473
% 12,621,565
b 7923671

.5 24,210,382
1,950,000
-5 16,845,893
e R R s B 1 T 127 3
§ 7923671
.5 6,009,169 (restricted reciept)

5 6219918

5 TRBTR.767 567,767,761

Facilities
& Courthouses

Employees
7345
Full Time
Equivalent (“FTE"}
Positions
(12.8 authorized but nat funded)

76 Courlrooms
{Including 4 Grand Jury rooms)

All Funds

Crivanar / Traeric/ JUvENILE-

Civic Fives/ Fees/ Costs GRANTS

- i

— b B
51,295,054
5 522850
5 1,401,185 2,722,854

177,294 NSA

A NfA $ 9309242 §

5 4484127 % 15,315,615 5 2,620,836

N/A g
3,186,008 §
97,511 $

$
5

o9 &R A R

Toral REVENUES FISCAL WYEAR 2003 .......coeeseeeesisesesisssserssssessssssesssssssssssssssssass sessesassss sossansssssessnsssss $ 22,420,577
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2402 2002 2003 2063
Case Tyre Firiives Disrosivions | Fiuivas  [hspositioxs
754 sis|  em 714
Felemies 5.621 5,848 6,026 5691
Misdemeanory 711 o T30 557 . 546
Civil 670 7021 9468 25535
10,693 “loe12]| 10950 11,09
L
2793 2629 2405 1975
Chitd Supp 3,839 4801
Misdemeanors 29,988 29218 28,455
Small Claims 15.204 30,259 15,504 18,458
Civil 19.053 17.905 18377 |8.445
Abuse 926 19.016 026
Mental Health/Other Snd 456
Administrative Appeals 140
92,496 102,136 101,649 106,371
213,285 210,773

Civil trial calendar only. Civil dispositions in 2003 include a mass dismissal of cases with no action in five years.
Wayward [ delinguent only.

County dispositions are estimated.

Reciprocal filings stay open until age of majority of child unless otherwise ordered by court.

- SF i

wiriv.courts.state.ri.us e




; strator, h- Law Library .a- Judicial
Technology Center . a- Facilitie and!{}peratmns o a@lRecmds - Domestic Violence Training
And Monitoring Unit .& Rhodé &xdﬁtate Fugﬁw@l‘aﬂfﬁl‘orte e 'ﬂand Continuing Legal Education . &
Public Relations/Community Oitreach . & Law Clerk Department . & ,ludmal anning Unit . & General Counsel

. Disciplinary Counsel .a CI\M:\L Appellate Scmﬁnmg,t, Wﬁhahve Assistant to Chief Justice

alr

tions

"h-.

SUPREME CnL'RT

1 Chief Justice
4 lustices

Including Administrative
Oifice of State Courts and courtwide suppor
] SUPERIOR CUL i3 I

1 Presiding Justice

21 Justices, 4 Magistrates

I Criminal - All felﬂnles, Civil - Over 53,000 |

Wrir of Certiorari Tgyeas 'H"r‘frqf Certiorart
letﬁEns' COMPENSATION Cm'r-:r[ | DistricT COURT | | F_-wuu Court
1 Chief Judge 1 Chief Judge | Chief Judge
9 Associate Judges 12 Associate Judges, 2 Magistrates 11 Associate Justices, 6 Magisirates
Appellate Diviston Criminal: Civil - Under $5,000 ($3,000-510,000 | Juvenile; Adult: Domestic Vielence
All controversies about | concurrent with Superior Court.) |
workers' compensation claims. J *

|

| TrRAFFIC TRIBUNAL |
1 Chief Judge
3 Associate Judges, 4 Magistrates
Appellute Drvision
All non-criminal matters about traffic cases. l

* Court of last resort
* * Court of general jurisdiction

AW otber courts bave limited furisdiction.




[ Justice £ Yindependencet, } Honor

Administrative Office of State Courts
250 Benefit Street
Providence, Rhode Island 02903
(401) 222-3266




