District Court

Instructions and Disclaimer
for Filing a Complaint/Petition

Complaint: A document you file with the court to begin a lawsuit where you detail your

claims and the relief sought against a person or company.

Petition: A document you file with the court where you make a formal request to the

court to take an action on a matter.

The following form is basic and does not encompass all that is needed for a valid
complaint or petition under the District Court Civil Rules. Self-represented litigants must
read the District Court Civil Rules. to ensure compliance with what is needed to be set
forth in the complaint or petition to be sufficient to meet the required legal standards to
be heard in court. Once this form is filled out and filed with the court, the court will

determine whether or not the complaint is sufficient under the District Court Civil Rules.


https://www.courts.ri.gov/Courts/districtcourt/Documents/District_Civil_Rules.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Courts/districtcourt/Documents/District_Civil_Rules.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Courts/districtcourt/Documents/District_Civil_Rules.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/Courts/districtcourt/Documents/District_Civil_Rules.pdf

District Court

Complaint/Petition

Case Number:

Plaintiff/Petitioner

Address of the Plaintiff/Petitioner

Defendant/Respondent

Address of the Defendant/Respondent

The Plaintiff/Petitioner makes

the following allegations against
Defendant/Respondent and demands the following:

the

O (Check if a continuation page is needed.)
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Verification of Complaint/Petition

I make this complaint/petition under oath and state that the facts and allegations
contained herein are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Name of the Plaintiff/Petitioner

Signature

Date:

State of

County of

On this day of ,20 , before me, the undersigned
notary public, personally appeared
O personally known to me or 00 who proved to me through satisfactory evidence of
1dentification, which was ,
to be the person who signed above in my presence, and who swore or affirmed to me that
the contents of the document are truthful to the best of his or her knowledge.

Notary Public:

My commission expires:

Notary identification number:
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District Court

Complaint/Petition

Continuation page (if needed).
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