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2.00 Commencement of Action, Service of Process, and Scheduling of Cases 
 

 2.03 Process, Attachment, Trustee Process, Arrest.  The summons, Small Claims 

Notice of Suit, Language Assistance Notice, and all other required documents shall be served 

together.  The most current version of the forms are located on the Judiciary’s website at 

www.courts.ri.gov under the heading of Public Resources, Forms.  The cost assessed to a 

defendant shall not exceed the cost established by G.L. § 9-29-9.  For purposes of service of 

process upon corporations and on persons outside of the State of Rhode Island, subsections 

(D)(3) and (E), respectively, shall apply.   

 

 (J)   Summons: Time Limit for Service. If service of the summons, complaint, Language 

Assistance Notice, and all other required documents is not made upon a defendant 

within one hundred and twenty (120) days after the commencement of the action the 

court upon motion or on its own initiative after notice to the plaintiff, shall dismiss 

the action without prejudice as to that defendant or direct that service be effected 

within a specified time; provided that if the plaintiff shows good cause for the failure, 

the court shall extend the time for service for an appropriate period.  
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