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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 

PROVIDENCE, SC.      DISTRICT COURT 

OMNIBUS ORDER  

Reduction in Sentences for Prison Census Control in response to COVID-19 

 

 WHEREAS, on April 3, 2020 the Rhode Island Supreme Court issued an 

Order In re: Request for Prison Census Control in Response to COVID-19 (the 

Order);  

WHEREAS, the Order directed this court to reduce the sentences and order 

the immediate release of a specific list of defendants whose release dates are within 

ninety (90) days of the date of the Order;   

WHEREAS, the list of defendants deemed appropriate for early release was 

agreed upon by the Department of Attorney General, the Public Defender and the 

Department of Corrections and was incorporated by reference into the Order;   

WHEREAS, the intent of the Order is to decrease the prison population by 

reducing the sentences and releasing certain inmates who have only a short period 

of time left to serve in order to guard against an outbreak of COVID-19 within the 

Adult Correctional Institution;      

WHEREAS, the Order waived the time limit imposed by Rule 35 of the 

District Court Rules of Criminal Procedure for the filing of motions to reduce 

sentence; 
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NOW THEREFORE, it is hereby Ordered as follows: 

1. The sentences imposed in connection with each of the District Court cases 

listed on the attached spreadsheet shall be reduced from “time to serve” to 

“time served” as of the date of this order; 

2. The District Court defendants identified on the attached spreadsheet shall be 

released upon the satisfaction of the Department of Corrections that the 

following conditions have been met: 

a. The defendant has a stable setting in which to live upon release; 

b. The defendant agrees to quarantine for fourteen (14) days immediately 

following his or her release in the location he/she has provided to the 

Department of Corrections; 

c. The defendant agrees to monitor him/herself for symptoms of COVID-

19 and submit to public health monitoring by the Department of Health. 

3. The Department of Corrections shall implement the foregoing early release 

plan as soon as practicable, but no more than ten (10) days from the date of 

this order. 

     BY ORDER: 

     /s/ Jeanne E. LaFazia 

     ___________________________________ 

Dated: 4/3/2020    



 

 

 



 


