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Website Summary 
 

 The defendant, Terrence Sylvia, appealed from a Superior Court judgment revoking four 

previously suspended sentences and sentencing him to serve eight years at the Adult Correctional 

Institutions for violating the terms of his probation.  The defendant argued on appeal that, 

notwithstanding the reduced burden of proof required at a violation hearing, the evidence 

adduced against him nevertheless was insufficient to show that he violated the terms of his 

probation.  Thus, he asserted, the hearing justice acted arbitrarily and capriciously.  The 

defendant also argued that the hearing justice improperly relied upon the defendant’s previous 

contacts with the criminal justice system to buttress the state’s proof. 

 The Supreme Court reviewed the record and found the defendant’s contentions to be 

without merit.  The Supreme Court was satisfied that the hearing justice properly weighed and 

considered the evidence presented and found that the testimony of the complaining witness 

identifying the defendant as his assailant was credible.  Moreover, the record disclosed that the 

hearing justice considered the defendant’s criminal history only with respect to the issues of bail 

and sentencing, after he had revoked the suspended sentences.  The Supreme Court held that the 

trial justice acted neither arbitrarily nor capriciously in considering the evidence and in 



 

determining that, despite apparent inconsistencies, there existed reasonably satisfactory evidence 

to support a finding that the defendant had violated the conditions of his probation.  

 


