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Summary 
 

This case concerns the second appeal involving the controversy between the plaintiff, 

Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Rhode Island (plaintiff), and the defendant, Beverly E. Najarian, 

director of the Department of Administration, in her official capacity as the chief purchasing 

officer for the State of Rhode Island (defendant), over the state’s prized healthcare contract.  The 

plaintiff appealed from an order of the Superior Court awarding attorneys’ fees and costs to the 

defendant based solely upon the motion justice’s reading of Truk Away of Rhode Island, Inc. v. 

Macera Bros. of Cranston, Inc., 643 A.2d 811 (R.I. 1994) (Truk Away), which she believed 

mandated the award of attorneys’ fees to prevailing parties if an injunction was wrongfully 

issued in relation to a public procurement contract.    

The Rhode Island Supreme Court held that Truk Away should not be read as requiring a 

motion justice to award attorneys’ fees to a wrongfully enjoined party in the context of a public 

contract bid dispute.  Rather, the Supreme Court’s award of attorneys’ fees to the damaged party 



in Truk Away was specific to the unique facts of that case.  The Supreme Court sustained the 

plaintiff’s appeal and vacated the motion justice’s award of attorneys’ fees. 

 


