Supreme Court

No. 2004-7-M.P.

United States Senator John Edwards
V.

Rhode Island Board of Elections

ORDER
This case came before the Supreme Court for oral argument on a petition filed by United
States Senator John Edwards seeking a writ of certiorari to review a December 31, 2003 decision
of the Rhode Island Board of Elections. After hearing the arguments and examining the
memoranda filed by the parties, the Court is of the opinion that the record lacks sufficient factual
findings to enable the Court to review the Rhode Island Board of Elections’ decision.
Accordingly, the Court enters the following order:

1. The Rhode Island Board of Elections (Board) shall reconsider forthwith the voters
signing a nomination paper whose disqualification has been challenged by the
petitioner, and the Board is hereby directed as follows:

a. To determine whether each such disputed signature can be reasonably
identified to be the signature of the voter it purports to be; and

b. To determine whether each such voter signed with his or her name, place
of residence, and street number, as it appears on the voting list; and

c. To set forth with particularity its findings and the reason why any such
voter’s endorsement is deemed invalid, or why any such voter signing a

nomination paper has been disqualified from doing so.



2. The Rhode Island Board of Elections shall also consider the fifteen voters signing
the nomination papers not previously reviewed by the Board, and make similar
findings of fact.

3. The petition for certiorari shall be reassigned to the calendar for oral argument to
be held on Thursday, January 29, 2004. Counsel for the parties will be limited to
ten (10) minutes for the presentation of their oral argument. Five (5) minutes will
be allowed for rebuttal.

Justice Flaherty did not participate.
Entered as an Order of this Court on this 26th day of January, 2004.

By Order,

SIS
Clerk




