
  
Victim’s statement to the 
police.

Judge signs arrest warrant. 

Misdemeanor: If defendant pleads not guilty, bail is  
set and pre-trial conference scheduled. If defendant 
pleads guilty or nolo, case is disposed of and defendant 
sentenced. If there is no plea, trial by judge will follow.

Defendant arrested and 
brought before the District 
Court.

Felony: No plea taken. Bail set by a 
District Court judge. If defendant is 
held without bail, a Bail Hearing may 
be held. 

Information Charging: Case presented to 
the Office of the Attorney General by 
police. Police department prosecution 
officer presents the case to a prosecuting 
attorney who reviews it and determines if 
there is enough evidence to charge the 
defendant. 

Grand Jury: Case presented to Grand Jury by prosecuting attorney. 
The victims and witnesses testify as to their account of the offense. 
A police detective, doctor (if applicable), social worker (if  
applicable), and any other professional involved in the case also 
testifies when necessary. The defendant is not present and does not 
testify. No defense attorney is present. Usually defendants are not 
informed of the Grand Jury proceedings until an indictment is 
returned. Grand Jury proceedings are initially secret.

No information. The 
defendant is not charged. 

No true bill. 
The case is not charged 
due to insufficient 
evidence or other 
reasons. All records of 
the Grand Jury 
proceedings are then 
sealed. 

True bill. (Indictment) 
Defendant formally 
charged. 

Information. The defendant 
is charged. 

Superior Court 

Pre-arraignment Conference: 
Possible settlement via negotiation. 

Arraignment: Bail is reset. 

Pre-trial Conference: 
Possible settlement of case via “plea 
agreement.” 

Trial 

Sentencing: If found guilty, defendant’s sentence ranges from simple 
probation to maximum allowable sentence at the Adult Correctional 
Institutions. Prior to sentencing, probation compiles a pre-sentencing 
report on defendant. 


