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An attorney seeks Panel advice as to whether or not an attorney may
report another lawyer's professional misconduct without the client's consent
when the professional misconduct was discovered during the course of
representation of a client.

The Panel notes that pursuant to Rule 1.6, an attorney is given
discretion to reveal information relating to the representation of a client in
only two situations. If neither of these situations arise, the attorney is
prohibited from making a disclosure. The Panel also notes the comment to Rule
1.6 which states in part, "The confidentiality rule applies not merely to
matters communicated in confidence by the client but also to all information
relating to the representation, whatever its source.” X

Assuming the information the attorney received is confldentlal and
within the attorney-client privilege, the Panel is of the opinion that absent
the consent of the client, the attorney is prohibited by Rule 1.6 of the Rhode
Island Rules of ProfeSSLOnal Conduct from revealing it, even in the context of
reporting another attorney's misconduct. See also Rule 8.3(c) which states
that a report regarding another attorney's misconduct is not required where it
would involve violating Rule 1.6.



