DIGEST UF ETHICS ADVISORY PANEL
OPINICN #90-30, REQUEST #108
Issueg June 25, 1990

An attorney seeks Panel advice as 1o whether ne may properly publisn
a certain aovertisement for nis legal services, particularly in lignt of Gl
1956 (1981 Reemactment) § 11-27-20.

The attorney submits a sample of tre advertisement ne proposes to
publisn. At tne too it lists nis name, adaress and pnone nunoer.  Tne

agvertisement next reaads: "Providing legal services in tne following areas,"
and lists four areas, eacn with several subparts. Tne first of these listeaq
areas Teads "Divorce, support, aomestic relations."” Information concerning

fees ana parking is incluged at the bottom of tne advertisement.

Section 11-27-20, originally enacteas in 1905, 1is entitlea
"navertising assistance in aivorce, annulment or alimony proceedings.”" It
provides a criminal penalty for any lawyer agvertising nis or ner services
witn Tegard to "any suit for alimony or aivorce or the severance, dissolution
or annulment of any marriage."

Thne Etnics Aavisory Panel is empowerea to interpret tne Rules of

professional Concuct as adoptea by tne Rnode Islana Supreme Court. It is not
empowered to pass juagment on the viability or gesireability of provisions of

tne General Laws.

Under the Rnode Islana Rules of Professional Conauct, adoptead bDv tnis

court Novemper 15, 1988 an attorney may not engage in criminal conduct. Rule
8.4 provides, in pertinant part:

1t is professional misconauct for a lawyer to:

* X x

(p) comnit a criminal act tpat reflects aaversely on tne

lawyer's nonesty, trustwortniness or ritness as a lawyer in
~otner respects;

* x KX

Unless ang until tne General Assemply amends OT repeals § 11-17-20,

tne attorney would tecnnically be 1in violation of tnpe Rules if ne were 1O
engage in tne conduct it pronipits.

In orger to respona to tne otner aspects of tne attorney's 1inaulry
ana proposed advertisement tne Panel will analyze it apart from its references
to aivorce.



