GIGEST oF =THICS ADVISURY PANEL
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Issued June 25, 19%0

. An  attorney seeks Panel agvice as Lo whetper ne  may properly
represent certain clients unger tne circumstances ne describes.

Tne attorney advises tne Panel tnat nis wife is a clerk in tne local
Unitea States Bankruptcy Court. Tne attorney states tnat nis wife's auties
are purely ministerial and are generally limited to filings mage pursuant to
11 USCS & 1101 et sea. Tne attorney advises tne Panel tnat nhe would like to
represent clients seeking protection from creditors pursuant to tne Bankruptcy
Act and ne indicates tnat would limit nis representation to those clients
wnose filinys are macge pursuant to 11 USCS § 701 et seg. and 11 USCS § 1301 et
seq. Tne attorney asks tne Panel whetner ne may oroperly represent tnese
clients.

Rule 1.7, Titleg "Conflict of Interest” General Rule" proviges, in
pertinent oart:

(o) A  lawyer shall not represent a client 1if tre
representation of that client may De materially limiteag
by the lawyer's own interests .

Rule 8.4(e), titled "Misconauct," proviges, in pertinent
part,

It is orofessional misconouct for a lawyer to:

x * x*

(e) state or imply an apility to influence improperly a
government agency Or official .

Representing clients wno are filing pursuant to 11 USCS § 701 et sed.
and 11 USCS § 1301 et sea. does not involve any conflict between tne interests
of tne attorney's clients and tnhose of tne attorney or nis wife. The
pertinent provisions of Rule 1.7 tnus are not applicable and therefore nave NO
relevance to the instant inauirty. Similarly, because tne attorrmey's wife's
function as clerk is purely ministerial, the pertinent provisions of Rule 8.4
nave no aoplication to tne attorney's inguiry.

Tne Panel takes tne position tnat it is proper for tne attorney to
represent clients filing pursuant to 11 USCS § 701 et sea. ana 11 USCS 3§ 1301
et seq. under tne circumstances ne describes.

Etnics Advisory Panel advice is protective in nature. Tnere 1is no
reguirement tnat an attorney abide by a Panel opinion, bdut if ne or she does,
ne or she is fully protected from any cnarge of impropriety.



