DIGEST oF cTHICS ADVISURY

An  attorney seexks rPanel advice as to wnether ne may properly
represent certain clients uncer tne circumstances ne gescrioes.

The attorney advises the Panel tpat ne 1s tne Probate Judge of Town
T, and 1is appointed to tnat position by tne Town Council. Tne Propate
Juogesnio is a part-time position; tne attorney asks tne Panel wnetner, in nis
capacity as attorney at law ne may represent clients before tne Planning Board
and tne Zoning Boara of Town T.

Rule 1.7, titlea "Conflict of Interest: General Rule" proviages,

(b) A lawyer snall not represent a client if tne
representation of tnat client may Dbe materially limiteoc . .
by the lawyer's own interests, uniess:

(1) tne lawyer teasonably pelieves tne representation will
not be aaversely affected; and

(2) the client consents after consultation

Representing clients pefore tne Planning Board or tne Zoning Board
goes not involve any conflict bpetween tne interests of tne attorney's client
and tnose of tne attorney's appointing authority. Nor would such
representation involve a conflict between tne interests of tne attorney's
client and tne attorney's position in tne Probate Court. Tne Panel tnerefore
takes tne position tnmat Rule 1.7 is not applicable ang that tne attorney may
properly represent clients pefore eithper the Planning Boara or the Zoning
Board of Town T.

Etnics Advisory Panel advice 1is protective in nature. Tnere 1is no
requirement tnat an attorney ablde by a Panel opinion, but if ne or she doces,
ne or sne is fully protectea from any cnarge of impropriety.



